BRITISH MECHANICS
railways is, of course, Indian. In the higher grades of subordinate service domiciled Europeans and Anglo-Indians are very numerous; indeed, for these communities the railways have provided by far the most extensive and popular means of livelihood. But a very considerable number of Europeans have been imported, under contract, for employment as platelayers, fitters, and engine-drivers. Twenty years ago it was uncommon to find any but a European as engine-driver on either passenger or goods trains. More confidence is now felt in Anglo-Indian and Indian drivers, and there is a tendency to restrict the engagement of Europeans, since their terms of employment, including as they do a passage out and home, are naturally more expensive than those with which residents are satisfied.
To a European possessed of ability, but not of capital, the law has offered by far the most tempting avenue to wealth in India. A conflict in the law courts moves the pride, or the gambling instincts, of an Indian with a force that is almost irresistible ; as the price of victory he will not grudge the savings of a lifetime, or hesitate to incur debt that will never leave him a free man. The Indian law courts are organised on a generous scale that contrasts surprisingly with the poverty of the country. The most lucrative practices are ordinarily of course afforded by the civil side of the High Courts; and it is round the High Courts, in the provincial capitals, that the British bar is most in evidence. But criminal proceedings are often exceedingly profitable to counsel, especially when they are urged by the rivalry of neighbouring landlords, and barristers of reputation can frequently add very greatly to their incomes by taking up cases in magisterial courts, Numerically British barristers may not appear of much importance, and of recent years they have had against them the competition of Indian barristers who annually
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